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Of Mice and Men Section 3, part 2
1. What words and phrases does Whit use to describe Curley’s wife and Curley’s reaction to her flirting? Explain what these slang expressions mean: 
a) Curley’s wife?
b) Curley’s reaction 
2. Why do the men prefer to go to Susie’s brothel rather than Clara’s? Quote a key phrase.
3. What is the only relationship that the ranch workers seem to have with women?

4. How is the reader prepared for the fight at the end of the chapter from the comments made by Whit and George and the appearance of Curley?
5. Why do you think Lennie asks George to tell him about the dream at this moment?

6. What is different about this version of the dream from George’s point of view from the first time we heard about it in Section 1? Give a quotation to show this.
7. How does Candy slowly become involved in their conversation? 
Why do you think it happens at this particular point? 
8. Why does George agree to let Candy in on their plan to buy a ranch?
9. How does Steinbeck create a feeling of genuine excitement among the three men about their plans becoming a reality? Quote.
10. Why do you think Candy feels the need to say to George, “I ought to have shot that dog myself. I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog”?

11. List the events that lead up to the fight between Curley and Lennie.

12. How do you think Curley feels when Slim, Carlson and Candy all stand up to him in front of the other men on page 62?

13. Why do you think Curley picks on Lennie at this point?

14. In the table below, make a list of short quotations showing the contrast in how Curley and Lennie behave at each stage of the fight, starting with Curley seeing Lennie smiling. Underline words and phrases that show the extreme violence used by Curley and the terror felt by Lennie and then how this is reversed once Lennie retaliates.
	Curley
	Lennie

	
	


15. What is the effect of the quotation, ‘Curley was flopping like a fish on a line and his closed fist was lost in Lennie’s big hand’?

16. Why does George give such conflicting orders to Lennie, shown in the flowing quotations:

‘Get ‘im, Lennie!’ and ‘Leggo his hand, Lennie.’
17. Why does Curley agree not ‘to tell’ at the end of this episode, do you think? 

