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Of Mice and Men, Section 4 
1. Steinbeck uses the description of the harness room to reflect the character of Crooks. In a table, list 4 objects from the two opening paragraphs and for each, write what it says about Crooks and his life.
	Object
	What it reveals about Crooks and his life

	e.g. a long bunk filled with straw’


	his bed is like an animal’s showing that as a black man, he is treated little better than a beast




2. Crooks is very much like Candy in some ways. Select 3 things that they have in common.

a. 

b. 

c

3. We learn from Lennie that George has gone into town with the other men. What is significant about George doing this at this point in the novel?

4. The way Crooks taunts Lennie seems cruel. Find a quotation for each of the following points and say what is significant about it:
a. What Crooks says to upset Lennie

b. How Lennie reacts

c. Why Crooks behaves like this.
5. Crooks once lived on a ranch very much like the one in George’s and Lennie’s dream. What do we learn about Crooks’s past life? How does this link in to the American Dream?
6. On page 74, why do you think ‘it was difficult for Crooks to conceal his pleasure with anger’ when he invites Candy into his room?
7. How does Crooks start to become involved in the dream of getting a ranch on page 76?

8. What does Curley’s wife mean when she says, ‘they left all the weak ones here’ on page 76? 
9. What does she go on to call them when they refuse to include her on page 78?
10. What does Curley’s wife reveal about her relationship with Curley and her lost dream? 
Include a suitable quotation.

Does this change the way we have viewed her so far in the novel? Explain your point of view.
11. What change do we see in Candy on pages 78-9 when Curley’s wife insults them and why?

12. What does Curley’s wife threaten to do to Crooks and why? 
13. How does the reader feel about her now? Explain your point of view.

14. How does Crooks’s behaviour change once Curley’s wife threatens him? 
Find a quotation from before and after the threat.

15. What happens to the more confident Candy after her threat?

16. Crooks complains several times in this chapter about his ‘rights’ when characters enter his room uninvited, and after Curley’s wife’s threat, he says, ‘a coloured man got to have some rights even if he don’t like them’. What does he mean by this?
17. Why does Crooks tell Candy to forget about joining them on the dream ranch?
