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Of Mice and Men Section 5, 1
1. What is the atmosphere like in the barn at the beginning of the chapter? Find a suitable quotation from the first 3 paragraphs. 

2. What two emotional states does Lennie go through as he reacts to killing the pup? Find a quotation for each of the emotions.
a. 

b.

3. List all of the events that lead up to the death of Curley’s wife before Section 5. Include:

      Weed    
      Mouse     
     George’s warnings    
     Curley’s hand

4. Describe Curley’s wife’s appearance. 
      Why do you think Steinbeck includes these details? 
5. How many times does she refer to not being able to talk to anybody on pages 85 to 86? 
      What does this tell us about her?
     Write a suitable quotation:   

6. What expectations had she had for her life, and why?

     How have her dreams of fame been shattered?
     How did she end up marrying Curley?

     Find a quotation that sums up the way she hoped her life would be.
7. In this same part of the text, find two quotations which show that she doesn’t get the chance to tell people about her failed dreams very often.

8. How does she feel about Curley and why?

9. How does Lennie react to Curley’s wife’s speech about her life? Is he interested in her story? 
     How does this increase her sense of isolation and loneliness?

10. How does the reader’s attitude to Curley’s wife change in this section? 
Does she come across as a ‘tart’ or are the other reasons for her seeking out male company? 
Why do you think Steinbeck chooses this point in the novel to make us change our opinion of her?
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What common ground do they find that causes Lennie to let down his guard?

12. Make a list of words and phrases that describe the act of Lennie killing Curley’s wife and his reaction immediately afterwards. 
13. Does the language used remind you of any other events involving Lennie?

14. Describe Curley’s wife, lying dead in the hay on page 91.  Why do you think Steinbeck includes this final image of her?
15. Considering that he is responsible for the deaths of the puppy and Curley’s wife in this section, do we see Lennie as being innocent or evil? Do we blame him or feel sorry for him? Explain your answer.
