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Of Mice and Men  Section 6
1. Why do you think the section begins with a description of the pool?
Why do you think Steinbeck includes the description of a water snake being eaten by a heron?

2.  Again, what does Steinbeck compare Lennie to at the beginning of this section? 

Why, do you think?

3. Lennie sees two visions. Who or what does each one represent? Whose voice do they both have?
4. What does the reader learn about Lennie’s thoughts and fears? How do they link in with previous conversations and occurrences in the novel?

5. Why does Steinbeck include these visions at this stage of the novel?

6. When George arrives at the pool, what is his mood? Pick 3 words that reflect this.

7. What sort of treatment is Lennie expecting and almost wanting? 

Give a quotation.

8. Find a quotation from George which sums up how Lennie is able to recall his every word.
9. Why is it fitting for their last conversation to be about their dream?

10. How does Steinbeck build suspense in the minutes leading up to the shooting of Lennie? Include quotations.

11. Why do you think George kills Lennie rather than leaving him to Curley? Think of similar incidents and conversations from the novel.

12. Compare the reactions of Slim, and then Curley and Carlson to George shooting Lennie and their thoughts and feelings at the end of the novel. Include quotations.
Slim:

Curley & Carlson:

13. Why do you think Steinbeck ends the novel like this? 

14. What is he saying about life?
