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Baby-faced thugs in AVO epidemic
BY RICHARD NOONE
Kids are turning to the courts and taking out AVOs to protect them from fellow students
· Kids taking out AVOs against classmates

· Making schools 'unworkable'

· Parents also blamed for AVO situation

KIDS as young as 10 are turning to the courts to protect them from fellow students, with 613 taking out apprehended violence orders against other children last year.
But these figures are only the tip of the iceberg, according to the Daily Telegraph,  with thousands more being protected by bail conditions ordering juvenile offenders to stay away from their victims while their cases are pursued through the Children's Court.

Even the education department took out AVOs against two students in 2008 to protect teachers and other classmates.

Teachers complain that the increasing number of court orders is making the school system almost unworkable as they try to minimise the contact between the disputing parties, placing them in different classes, having allocated areas in the playground or staggering their lessons and lunch breaks.

Psychologists also attacked the trend and said adults are failing children by letting the situation deteriorate to such a point the courts have to become involved.

According to latest figures from the Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research there were 3062 children across New South Wales protected by personal AVOs, 20 per cent of them from other children. Personal AVOs are court orders to protect individuals from others in society, as opposed to domestic AVOs which offer protection from family members.

The surge of AVOs taken out against bullies is coming from the state's west.

One country school teacher said that dealing with AVOs when the students attended the same school was "almost farcical".

"They come in and this kid's got an AVO against this one, this one and this one and another's got AVOs against these kids," he said.

"But in a small town like this there is only really one high school they can go to and legally they still have to attend school."

Wagga Wagga's Senior Constable Steven Johnson said some students were taking out AVOs against fellow classmates in a sort of arms race or "one upmanship". Armed with an AVO, he said they wielded it as a threat when they came into further conflict with their rival.

University of NSW National Children's and Youth Law Centre director James McDougall said: "It's adults failing children."

He said it meant bullies would be excluded from mixing with other children and never learn how to change their behaviour.

