Describing Language Use
concrete / literal
formal / impersonal / cold

conventional / conservative
academic / learned / cultured
subtle / understated

pedantic / dull  /  repetitive
technical / precise / specialized / exact

detached / unemotional / reserved

informal / colloquial / slang / familiar / common / everyday / ordinary /casual / plain / trite 

vague / ambiguous / obscure 

subdued / restrained 

curt / brusque / offhand / abrupt

symbolic / figurative / allegorical / metaphorical
descriptive / expressive / vivid / evocative / graphic / colourful

ornate / colourful / picturesque /  lyrical / poetic 

dramatic / powerful / striking 

flirtatious / teasing / coy / enticing / engaging / playful

passionate / romantic / tender

emotional / expressive / touching

sentimental / nostalgic

insincere / pretentious 

vulgar / obscene / shocking / provocative / offensive

gloomy / negative / pessimistic / cynical

sarcastic / ironic / mocking / caustic / biting / scathing

grandiose / pompous / pretentious

euphemistic

upbeat / positive / optimistic / hopeful

patriotic

political
